
Gaining a PILOT’s Licence: Supporting 
researchers at Imperial College London 
through the Postdoctoral Information 

Literacy Online Tutorial.
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Imperial College London

� Ranked third university in the UK

� Ranked ninth in the world

� 12,000 students 

� 4 faculties
� Medicine

� Physical sciences

� Engineering

� Business & humanities

� 2 Graduate schools



PILOT@Imperial.ac.uk

Postdoc Information Literacy Online Tutorial

Aim of the programme:

To provide a holistic overview of information 
and also focus on the rapidly changing world 
of scholarly communication.



Drivers for PILOT

� Researchers = invisible users

� Report from RIN & CURL stated:
‘researchers must master an array of finding tools 
that themselves form part of the complexity of 
materials and services incorporated in modern 
digital libraries … Librarians and users must 
make sense of this cascade, and librarians must 
be the guides of users in this respect. Skills 
training is a big issue …’



Drivers for PILOT 

� Employability skills / skills for life

� Researchers unsure about the publishing 
process in general but also:
� Open access

� Repositories



Objectives

� To reach a community dispersed over 9 
campuses

� To ensure that the researchers became 
aware of the gaps in their research 
knowledge

� To introduce the publishing process



Design

� Sophisticated design
� Content
� Written in HTML
� Hosted in Blackboard
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The PILOT’s License

� Researchers may assume they have good IL 
skills – but do they?

� The license was designed as a fun way for 
researchers to test their understanding of 
information literacy 

� Create their own personal development plan



Marketing

• High-level promotional launch party within the 
university 

• Promotional items
– Stress aeroplanes
– Key rings
– Flyers

• Newsletter





Try PILOT for yourself

Webct.imperial.ac.uk
Username: aliens
Password: aliens

Contacts

Adrian Clark
a.clark@imperial.ac.uk
Debbi Boden
d.boden@worc.ac.uk



ADVERTS!
• LILAC 2008 – Librarians Information Literacy 

Annual Conference
– Call for papers out now

• March17th – 19th – Liverpool
• www.lilacconference.com/dw

• IL website
– www.informationliteracy.org.uk

• Journal of Information Literacy (JIL)
• LolliPop – freely available – IL programme for 

enquiry desk staff
– www.lobelollipop.com


